Outline of sections

(and scope of planned web site on human history of Bolin Creek)

Adams Tract


Land acquisition


Adams home and Professor Adams

Cave and Civil War history*

Railroad*


Chapel Hill Iron Mine*


Brief History of Carrboro

John “Buck” Taylor


owner of the old mill?


Early settlement and economic history

Horrace Williams

Native Americans*

Lloyd-Andrews Historic Homestead (near the headwaters)

Lake Hogan and the Hogan family

Andy Griffith House at Winmore

Umstead Park and the Umstead family

Tenney Meadows

The old mill on the Chapel Hill Greenway 

* Web pages have already been drafted for these topics (but suggestions for improvement or greater depth are welcome).

Example draft material for web content

Chapel Hill Iron Mine and the Railroad


Ironwoods, a residential development, lies between Bolin Creek, the railroad, Seawell School Road, and Estes Drive Extention.  The highest hill in Ironwoods (on Ironwoods Drive) has a marker indicating the location of the Chapel Hill Iron Mine, which operated from 1872 to 1882 (Allen and Wilson, 1968).  A Confederate general, Hoke, was the major shareholder in the mining company.  In 1872, no railroad came near Chapel Hill, though one did run east-west in the northern part of the county.  Hoke and the president of UNC lobbied the state legislature for a spur off the railroad that would run down to the mine, and on to the west end of Chapel Hill. With the help of forced labor from the state penitentiary, the railroad was completed in 1882, and lead to the creation of the community today known as Carrboro (Ryan 2004, P 290-1).

Civil War


On April 17, 1865, the Union Army invaded and occupied Chapel Hill.  The president of UNC parleyed with Sherman, arranging that in exchange for the surrender of Raleigh, the university at Chapel Hill would be spared from destruction.  The Union soldiers who guarded UNC camped along the fringe of Chapel Hill (Ryan 2004 P 175), and it is said that they stored their ammunition in a rather unlikely spot--the shallow cave just next to Bolin Creek.

Mill ruins and Buck Taylor


Oral history has it that the old mill next to Bolin Creek belonged to John “Buck” Taylor, who was famous for being a great drinker and a bad cook.  In fact, Buck Taylor (1747-1828) was a soldier in the Continental Army, and was also the first steward of UNC, in 1795.  The first students of UNC objected vociferously to the inadequate quality and quantity of food he provided and vandalized his property.  Taylor soon quit (Ryan 2004 P 140).  His gravestone can still be seen behind an eponymous street in the Cates Farm residential development, not far from here.  Allegedly he was buried standing up, with a jug in each hand.       

Indians and Bolin Creek 


Evidence of Indians in the Piedmont goes back to 12,000 B.C.  Souian tribes lived here.  This area, which is in the Carolina Slate Belt, is especially rich in rocks that made good arrowheads and stone tools.  Ward, an archeologist, said that “In almost every plowed Piedmont field some trace of [Indians from] the Archaic period can be found.” (P 65), which is consistent with FoBC members having found arrowheads along the creek {check this with Dave}.  The Indians’ diet was based primarily on hickory nuts, acorns, and deer, although as late as 1701 buffalo, wolves, and elk also lived here (Ward, P 56).  

(cont.)

(Web content draft, cont. [Indians and Bolin Creek])

Pottery shards from 500 B.C. and later have been found in many Piedmont archeological sites.


Permanent colonies of Europeans were established on the Carolina coast in the late 1600s and from them epidemics of smallpox spread to the Piedmont repeatedly in the 1700s (Thorton, P 79).  Ryan noted that “in the 1700s most of the native Americans had abandoned their former homes.” (P xviii).  Assuming that the disaster was as severe here as elsewhere in the new world, about 95% of the native population died from epidemic diseases (Diamond, P 211).  One of the worst smallpox epidemics among the native Americans in this area was in 1738; Orange County was founded in 1752.

N.B. The material above needs some fact checking [i.e., exact names of streets]
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(and other sources not yet listed …)
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